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WHAT TO DO 
IF YOU’RE DETAINED

IF ARRESTED, MEMORIZE YOUR ID NUMBERS: 
If you are arrested by immigration agents, you
should be issued a nine-digit A-number.  This
number will help your attorney and family locate
you easily

ASK TO MAKE A PHONECALL
All detention centers should allow you to make a
phone call. The cost of the call will be charged to
the person who answers the call or the person
who is making the call in the detention center.

ASK TO SPEAK TO AN ATTORNEY 
You have the right to an attorney. Disclose your
immigration status ONLY to your attorney. This
includes a public defender.
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WHAT NOT TO DO IF
YOU ARE DETAINED

Don’t give explanations, excuses, or stories
to agents and don’t lie. You can say “I wish
to exercise my right to remain silent”

Don’t claim to be a US Citizen if you are not.

Don’t sign any document.

Don’t discuss your citizenship or
immigration status with anyone other than
your lawyer, including cell mates. 
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ESTABLISH A SAFETY PLAN
IF YOU ARE DETAINED

Identify your emergency contacts and
memorize their phone numbers.

Provide your child’s school or daycare with an
emergency contact who can pick up your child. 

Provide authorization in writing for your
emergency contact to make medical and legal
decisions for your child. 

Tell your loved ones that if you are detained by
ICE, they can try to use ICE’s online detainee
locator to find you: locator.ice.gov

Gather key documents and make sure they are
in a safe place 
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CHECK LIST OF IMPORTANT
DOCUMENTS YOU MAY NEED:
Identification Documents:
1.Birth Certificates for you and your children.
2.Social Security Cards.
3.Passports for you and your children.

Children must have passports to leave the
country. Both parents must go in person in
order to request passports for children.

Medical Documents:
1.Medical Records.
2.List of medications.
3.Doctor’s information for each family

member: full name and address.
4.Allergy information.
5. Immunization records.
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CHECK LIST OF IMPORTANT
DOCUMENTS YOU MAY NEED:
School Records:
1.School information for each child: name and

address of school
2.Updated emergency contact at school.
3.Teachers’ names and your children’s grades.
4.Copy of Individualize Education Plans (IEP).

Residency and good moral character:
1.Utility bills.
2.Documents that prove your entry into the United

States or that otherwise demonstrate your
presence in the US since arrival.

3.Documents that prove good moral character
(certificates of perfect attendance from work,
volunteer award certificates, and/or volunteer
recognition letters).

4.Documents that prove continuous residency
(employment records, medical records, financial
documents, etc.).



KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW

CHECK LIST OF IMPORTANT
DOCUMENTS YOU MAY NEED:
Property and Financial Information:
1.Short term guardianship letters
2.List of property (house and cars)
3.Bank account numbers and bank

information: You may want to set up online
banking so you can have access to your
accounts online

4.Photocopies of credit and identification
cards

5.Power of attorney letters for property
6. Income tax documents for the last five

years of filed income taxes.
7. Insurance policies (life, car, house etc.)
8.401K or other retirement accounts

information and documents
9. Information on how to transfer your bank

account to another country
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INFORMATION ABOUT
CHOOSING A TEMPORARY

LEGAL GUARDIAN
You can prepare a Letter of Guardianship for all of
your children under the age of 18. The Temporary
Guardianship letter is important to make sure your
children are protected if ICE arrests you and your
partner. 

If the guardianship is for less than one year (365
days), the letter does not have to be done by a
lawyer unless that is what you want to do.

For help with guardianship letters, you can
contact:

Chicago Volunteer Legal Services
(312) 332-1624, cvls.org
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REAL ESTATE POWER 
OF ATTORNEY

You should get a Power of Attorney document
if you have any properties in the United States
and would like to leave someone else in
charge. If you have any questions about what
will happen to your home and other property,
or would like legal help writing a power of
attorney letter, contact:

LEGAL AID CHICAGO
Phone: (312) 341-1070

legalaidchicago.org

CHICAGO VOLUNTER LEGAL SERVICES
Phone: (312) 332-1624

cvls.org
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TYPES OF ARREST WARRANTS
ICE ADMINISTRATIVE FORM I-200
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TYPES OF ARREST WARRANTS
ICE ADMINISTRATIVE FORM I-205
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ORGANIZATIONS WITH
IMMIGRATION SERVICES 

IF YOU NEED HELP WITH AN IMMIGRATION CASE, 
YOU CAN CALL:

ICIRR FAMILY SUPPORT NETWORK HOTLINE:
Toll-free hotline offers help to Illinois families facing
deportation. The hotline is staffed by trained volunteers
who will listen to families and offer referrals to lawyers,
social service agencies, pastors, and other community
supports.
The hotline is staffed in English, Spanish, Arabic, Korean,
Chinese, Polish, Russian, Ukrainian, Pashto and Dari
1-855-HELP-MY-Family (855-435-7693)

NATIONAL IMMIGRANT JUSTICE CENTER:
NIJC offers help to people who need immigration
services at low cost.
Phone: (312) 660-1370



KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW 
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW 
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW 
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW 
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW 
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW 
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW 
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW 
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW 
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW 
WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US SAFE WE KEEP US 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW YOUR RIGHTS KNOW 

More resources, including know-your-
rights cards and flyers, are available at

icirr.org/fsn

Additional information and resources
are available at the Illinois Immigration

Information Hub,
www.illinoisimmigrationinfo.org

To report any possible ICE activity, or
know someone who has been

detained, call the 
Family Support Network Hotline at 

1-855-435-7693


